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LITERARY GUILD—DECEMBER SELECTION 


Kennelly, Ardyth. The Peaceable Kingdom. Hough- His comparative poverty forbade him provide for his 
ton, Mifflin. Nov. 1949. 375p. $3.00. second family the same fashion did for Sigrid, 
The Peaceable Kingdom, satisfactory first novel, the his first and most demanding wife, and their two children. 
sory Linnea, second wife polygamy Mormon Her earnings midwife enabled Linnea float along 
Olaf Ecklund. Whether accident design, the story satisfactorily; such community she was rarely un- 
boasts little actual plot and the novel may classi- employed. Her experiences this connection form 
fed regional. The author seems first have been Major part the story. Unanchored, and with her own 
undecided how best express the narrative portion family increasing year year, Linnea moved about from 
the book; the result somewhat erratic style, casual, One place another until finally Olaf established his 
chatty, replete with the lingo the Mormon pioneers. second brood small farm Bountiful, outside the 
The story concerns life amongst the predominantly Mor- City Here Parley was born, bringing the family 
mon inhabitants Salt Lake City, particular total five. The children enjoyed country life, and 
the effects the practice polygamy prior did Linnea. But, when Olaf failed visit them often 
oficial abandonment the cult under government she thought should, and when she learned that 
pressure. Sigrid had been supplied with home her own, Linnea 
Linnea, who had been born into Mormonism, polyg- reached the breaking Hiring boxcar, she trans- 
amy went hand hand with faith. Whether was ported her household, complete with jersey cow, Ogden 
regarded the same way Olaf, convert the faith, offered shelter. was not 
Brother Sterling, Brother Monteith, would-be polyga- long before she returned Salt Lake, but Olaf. 
mist Brother Bell, matter conjecture. That their Linnea was through with said. The death 
wives were invariably the temperamental and Parley some time later brought the two together again. 
physical superiors their first ones would indicate that polygamy too little keep 
for the male Mormon polygamy offered some release from probably improve- 
the monotony monogamous existence. the female ment, but they had other choice. 
side the ledger, plural marriage created chaos, jealousy Numerous characters pop and out the pages and the 
and broken lives. The second wife remained inferior author knows how bring them alive. She particularly 
the first, for the seniority system determined wife’s adept when she pictures the rather one-sided family life 
claim upon her husband for support. This was especially Linnea and her five, happy life spite poverty. 
when was the unhappy position being able The small antics children amuse her and she capable 
furnish small comforts only one time, Olaf was. making them amuse the reader. Linnea’s personality 
Government surveillance made impossible for Olaf dominates the story. There was one ever comfort- 
see Linnea and her children with any degree regularity. able, humourous, genuine, strong and understanding. Olaf 


Kennelly Rocsevelt Tomasi 


shadow comparison. Mrs. Sterling is, perhaps, the 
next and most vividly drawn character. Light, conniving, 
good-hearted, ambitious, she her affairs well 
any history’s most alluring paramours. Brother Bell 
runs true form—the universal hypocrite and lecher. 


Objections might cited one two specific occasions. 
page 59, note cynicism creeps question 
Providence. pages 143-144, the divinity Jesus 
denied rather flip, off-hand fashion Linnea. There 
tendency throughout see things from 
viewpoint. 
Regardless the social evils produced, sincere Mor- 
mons, such Linnea, looked upon polygamy proper 
state life. Divorce was accepted just casually. 
most first novels, many the episodes appear 
hand-me-down tales from another generation. Next time, 
with true plot, Miss Kennelly may offer something 
better. any rate, she has proved here that polygamy 
won’t work. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto Canada 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—NOVEMBER 
SELECTION 


Roosevelt, Eleanor. This Remember. 
Nov. 1949. 387p. $4.50. 


value” John Gunther does the book’s paper cover 
say something unusually stupid and inaccurate. Mrs. 
Roosevelt herself would the first disclaim any “his- 
torical value” for the book. This not reflection any 
was her intention 


Harper. 


sense upon what she has done. 
give those who wanted read account her life 
Albany the wife the Governor and subsequently, 
her life Washington the wife the President. 
She has repeated several pages the statement that she 
did not try influence her husband any the policies 


the government. She does not take herself nearly 
seriously some those who dislike her, and who 
blame her for events with which she had discoverable 
connection. 

Since she believes people have been wondering about her 
varied activities for the past twenty years, she writes about 
her life very frankly. She mentions that she and her 
husband had private incomes which made unnecessary 
for either them work. the time her marriage 
her yearly income was about six thousand dollars year; 
that her husband was evidently larger, but she does not 
mention the amount. She gave the American Friends 
the money that she made from her writing and radio 
appearances and lecturing. Both she and her husband, 
she states, had spend some their “principal” every 
year they lived Albany and Washington (p. 14). 
She admits that neither she nor her husband made much 
effort direct the lives their children. She 
remarks, effect, that this may have been the result 
the constant supervision exercised upon Franklin Roose- 
velt his mother. The author makes clear that the 
elder Mrs. Roosevelt practically controlled the President 
and the latter’s entire household. 

Considerable space allocated the Warm Springs 


Foundation. She informs that Mr. Roosevelt made 
investment over $200,000 Warm Springs early 


SELLER 


1928. This was subsequently repaid, but the 
contribution the Foundation came about 


while Mr. Rascob gave about $100,000 (pp. 44-45). 


Some interesting material given with reference 
relationship between Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Smith, bot 
before and after the election 1928 (pp. 51-52). 
Roosevelt professes admiration for Mr. Smith, but 
did not think that would have made very 
president, despite the fact that she worked for his 
1928. She passes over the breaks between her 
and many his former political advisers years 
by, but she gives great credit Louis Howe for his 
tributions the Roosevelt political fortunes. effect 
she states what quite well known, that Howe was the 
only man who was able argue with Franklin Roose. 
velt and remain near the White House. She 
dicates that both she and her husband hoped that the 
“democratic” forces would win the Spanish Civil War 
Like those who never investigated the matter, may 
assumed that Mrs. Roosevelt believed that those 
opposed Franco were 

Roosevelt’s effort “pack” the Supreme Court 1937 
treated very gingerly. She never admits that her hus 
band made mistake any kind, but times she refrains 
from becoming enthusiastic about some his ideas 
plans. She gives rather detailed accounts her trips 
such the one England 1942 and the Caribbean 
area 1943. She knows she was criticized for traveling 
much, but she feels that much the criticism directed 
against her and the family came from Republican 
time went she and her husband became rather 
pervious criticism, she admits, but she thought her 
carried his indifference bit too far time 
(p. 165). 


She believes that her husband continually favored the 
Morgenthau Plan for Germany, and she evidently believes 
was right, although she does not discuss the matter 
detail (p. 333). She likewise believes that the Yalta 
ference was not disastrous has been proclaimed 
and refers the account which has just appeared from 
the pen Mr. Stettinius (p. 340). She admits that 
was impossible discuss anything with her husband 
March, 1945, because his poor health. and 
dignified account given his death and the funeral. 
The book one which will probably increase your respect 
for the lady who wrote it, even though simply 
unadorned account rather busy life. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 


Tomasi, Mari. Like Lesser Gods. 
1949. 289p. $3.00. 


Bruce Fellowship novel, this story the Vermont 
granite quarries and the stonecutters who hew the native 
rock and carve dusty sheds has fresh and different 
setting. Concerned chiefly with the activities Italian 
family, Pietro and Maria Dalli and their brood, the plot 
tied together the friendly interest 
curiosity Mr. Tiff (ne Tiffoni), Pietro’s one-time teacher 
Italy. Like Mr. Pym who passed by, Mr. Tiff’s love for 
his neighbor and his job mender took him 
and out the lives most the people 
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and few these were untouched his quiet 
influence. 

Backdrop for the story tapestry company-and- 
relations, much needed legislation protect 
the workers’ health, and the spectre silicosis silhou- 
against Italian folkways and Catholic family living. 
Opening with strike scene which the workers were 
acting bad faith, closes with Pietro’s tuberculous 
death and his children’s finding themselves last. Theme, 
plot and principal characters are well conceived. Sub- 
incidents and secondary characters 
and equally well projected. Only the writer’s 
inadequate for her scheme. The novel 
lacks substance and depth. The dialogue often forced 
stilted. The religious element which should warp 
for the whole fabric printed heavy design. And what 
might have been challenging social 
instead into another light love story, pleasant and clean 


and unobjectionable. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Mauldin, Bill. Sort Saga. 
1949. 301p. $3.50. 


The Forsytes and the Whiteoaks must lie uneasy their 
The accounts their progressions and recessions, 
their improvements and their decays have done much 
impress the idea “Saga” favorably upon the minds 
numberless readers. This present account Mauldin 
bids fair cast the idea “saga” into ill repute. There 
something the concept saga that implies the 
portrayal momentous events the spiritual develop- 
ment deterioration human beings. Sort Saga 
complete negation this honored concept. 
particularly trivial account dull everyday events the 
lives two boys Sid and Bill Mauldin. The record 
monotonous, realistically so, prolix and inconclusive. The 
book does not come stop; simply trickles out. There 
are few bits humor the “Penrod and variety 
when desiccated goat finishes off barrel beer and 
when some beginners attempt blast for gold. Apart 
from these, there very little amuse instruct. The 
divided into three parts. the first 
sections the various events are disjoined pen and ink 
sketches apples. the second section, the disjunction 
achieved the repeated insertion tired 
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would have been more appropriate and symbolic have 
used the tortoises throughout the volume, since not even 
the frequent illustrative cartoons more than point 

Nov. the general dullness. 


William Noé Field, 
Seton Hall 
South Orange, 
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Collected Letters St. Therése Lisieux. Trans- 
lated Sheed. Sheed and Ward. Oct. 26, 
1949. 394p. $3.75. 

St. Therése’s Carmel Lisieux has taken the occasion 
the celebration the 50th anniversary the Saint’s 
death issue this wonderful volume containing her com- 
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plete letter, note, inscription 
her handwriting that known exist.” 


The Imitation tells not compare Saints, but Pius 
himself has said that St. Therése the greatest saint 
modern times. And the Holy Spirit has told through 
the tongue the same pontiff that her “little way 
spiritual childhood” the spirituality for modern man. 
Her letters give priceless illumination the meaning 
her “little way”. see her applying the multiple 
problems her correspondents’ lives and gradually 
come realize that this way” indeed the 
mustard seed, spoken our Lord—seemingly little 
thing but which when grown becomes mighty tree— 
similarly, St. Therése’s few simple principles—taken bodily 
from the gospels—become her mind, extraordinarily 
illumined the Holy Spirit, living thing, extending 
every facet human life, providing doctrine which will 
guide anyone, weak strong, simple great, the sum- 
mits perfection. 


The Little Flower’s doctrine often misconceived; 
several her letters find that even those closest 
her found hard take her words face value and 
find the Saint correcting them and doing providing 
answer errors current our day. The truth that, 
inveterate Pelagians that most are, find 
cult take the saint her word. her teaching that 
the only thing should value our weakness, our in- 
capacity for any good. Thus would place our trust 
solely God’s mercy and omnipotent power and not 
all our own strength. one passage the Auto- 
biography she said something the effect that Our 
Lord could find soul weaker than herself, would 
shower even greater gifts upon it. St. Paul she 
rejoiced, not her talents, her virtues her strength 
character but only her But often 
hear said that that all very well but fact St. 
Therése had nature very strong character and that 
accounts for her sanctity. say that completely 
nullify her doctrine. Whatever her natural qualities may 
have been beside the point; the strongest character 
incapable any supernatural merit the weakest— 
all men, the strongest well the weakest, are equally 
distant, i.e., infinitely distant, from that Divine Life are 
called lead—all equally depend upon the Divine mercy. 
St. realized that few ever have, and the reali- 
zation led her value all that she was herself 
nothing, understanding that the greater our indigence the 
greater our claim upon the bounty Our Redeemer who 
possesses all that lack and desires nothing much 
share with us. She often repeats that must love 
our own littleness and sadly adds that few “desire 
small.” Many indeed are willing penance, 
mortify themselves, spend themselves the apostolate, 
but one thing not want do: think little 
ourselves, lose our self-esteem. 


can readily see how this doctrine strikes the very 
roots the conspicuous disease the modern age—that 
perverse humanism that has only one God: human power. 
The result that humanism that this is, has often 
been said, age neurotics. For men become neurotic 
because time they inevitably discover their weakness, 
and knowing not the God Mercy Who waiting 
give all that they lack, and more besides, they fall into 
despair. They are few today, even among the Faithful, 
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who have not absorbed much this humanism. 
the cure, can better than read St. Therése 
and ask instructed her “little way.” 


Chapman, Maristan. Rogue’s March. 
Oct. 19, 1949. 384p. $3.00. 


1780 the Southern campaign the American Revolu- 
tion ended disaster with all major points British 
hands, with American armies non-existent save for 
remnant skulking with Gates after Camden and few 
parties under men like Marion and Sumter who conducted 
raids small British detachments and upon moving 
supplies. looked though Cornwallis would clear 
the country and crush the rebellion all the way into 
Virginia. But then came relatively minor battle which 
wiped out British detachment some 1500 men under 
Ferguson and the tide turned with Cornwallis finally 
chased into Virginia and ultimate surrender. The battle 
was King’s Mountain; the reinvigorated American forces 
came from Tennessee; the men” came out only 
when the threat their liberty became real. 


This story love and adventure built around the 
events leading the march the Tennesseans and 
the Battle King’s Mountain. Ward, mixed 
French and Cherokee, power and leader together with 
John Sevier the country along the Wautaga River where 
had settled, had been riding courier for the 
American forces until his capture and imprisonment 
the British Charleston. escaped, under suspicion 
having robbed the British Treasury and while riding 
rejoin the American forces was rescued from recapture 
Margaret daughter Henry Brooke, reputed 
notorious Tony. Lantry promptly fell love with her. 
She was engaged Ames Falsworth, British officer who 
was out recoup his losses gaining possession her 
father’s lands. 

The story resolves into personal struggle between Lantry 
and Falsworth, with the latter pictured the typical 
villain, which, according time-honored custom, 
Lantry has the worst and Ames seems about win 
the war, the girl and the wealth. But Lantry goes back 
Tennessee and leads the “mountain men” through 
impossible country surprise and annihilate the British 
King’s Mountain. then returns Margaret’s home 
time save her from mob and see Falsworth meet 
his just end. Rather stereotyped but the book will defi- 
nitely appeal certain classes readers. seems suit- 
able for all but deserves great recommendation. 


* * * 


Male and Female: Study the 


Mead, Margaret. 
Morrow. Oct. 12, 


1949. 477p. $5.00. 

Margaret Mead conscientious social scientist who 
believes imperative present findings such way 
give insight toward their use practical situations. 
the present time, with the world rapidly becoming 
one, and the United States taking such influential part 
that one world, should try understand ourselves. 
The deeper our understanding, the better our possibilities 
doing something about the social ills that plague us. 
This not book social pathology, however, but 


Chapman Mead 


normal relations between the sexes. Her hope that 
not only define the limitations each sex but 
recognize the potentialities each sex different 
complementary may plan draw the 
bilities each, the maximum advantage both, 
thus serve better our common humanity. 


There are two kinds differences with which the 
deals: the inescapable biological difference between mak 
and female; the different ways which varying 
regard the male and female and train their 
accept these She draws upon her observation; 
seven societies the Pacific area, including tribes 
New Guinea, the Samoans, and the Balinese, whose ways 
life differ among themselves and offer many 
contrasts our own. She concludes that the training 
given infancy and childhood can 
society for instance, will expected behave ways 
which would considered quite masculine 
boring society, and vice versa. 

However differently societies have patterned the 
male and female, all societies have meet the same 
problems inherent two-sex world. society 
has yet found the ideal solution. “Different cultures have 
styled the relationships between men and women differ 
ently. When they have styled the that they 
fitted well together, that law and custom, ideal and 
practical possibilities, were reasonably close together, the 
men and women who lived within that society have been 
fortunate. But the degree that there have been dis 
crepancies then both men and women 
(p. 298). That there are marked discrepancies 
respect our own society today cannot doubted. 


The reader will find great 
generalizations. Undoubtedly there will many point 
which will disagree, but should careful not 
take the author’s statements out 
Appendix her attitude stated clearly. who 
feel that this country morass sin and wickedness, 
licentious forgetfulness God, where men live only 
for the day, forgetful their souls and their fellowmen, 
will find hard believe that both agree with many 
their denunciations and yet disagree about the means 
they would employ set matters right.” 


Regardless how much may disagree for instance 
with the means Dr. Mead suggests for lowering the divorce 
rate this country, can profit from her analysis 
some the factors which account for the rate. Likewise 
helpful ponder over her explanation for the 
stantly lowering age which our children are breaking 
from the boys’ and girls’ gangs and entering into the two- 
sex dating pattern appropriate for advanced adolescence. 
Again, the analysis the effects the current pattern 
dating, relationship between the sexes 
adults, illuminating. 

part the thesis the book that Dr. Mead, writing 
woman will see only part the picture and will see 
things differently from the way man would see them. 
Writing anthropologist whose interest 
mainly those areas the discipline which overlap with 
psychology, she interprets culture quite differently from 
another anthropologist whose interests lie, say, 
historical area. The book intended for sophisticated 
audience. She herself warns clearly against the danger 
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describing certain social situations the unprepared 
reader, disagreeing with the wide publicity given the 
Kinsey Report. 
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Saints Are Not Sad. Forty Biographical Portraits. 
Assembled Sheed. Sheed and Ward. Oct. 


15,1949. 441p. $3.75. 


The present book compilation forty short biog- 
raphies the saints. Sheed, the compiler, has arranged 
them chronological order, beginning with St. Paul the 
Apostle and ending with St. Therese Lisieux. Eight 
them belong what commonly called the ancient 
Church history, fourteen the Middle Ages, 
while the remainder lived modern times, that is, the 
centuries since the Reformation. 


The majority the saints here listed are well known 
because they have attracted capable biographers, while 
such Brendan and Laurence O’Toole, are 
familiar only name the average Catholic. find 
here saints both sexes, married saints 
martyrs and confessors, those who were associated with 
the life contemplation and those who were conspicuous 
for the work the active ministry. special effort was 
evidently made show not only the unbroken continuity 
holiness throughout the centuries, but also that the 
many different nations truly representative 
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been dis Church, which boasts “catholicity” one its 
suffer.” distinguishing marks. pity therefore, that least 
cies one the saints North South America was not 
included. 

The various biographies were written (or translated from 


the Latin the case the Life Sts. Perpetua and 
)during the past twenty-five years, though there 


nany points 
careful not 


yntext. mention when where they originally appeared. 
Those All the authors, except Father Bruno Spanish Car- 
melite, are from England Ireland. Eight the articles 
live only} Father Martindale, S.J., seven the late Arch- 


bishop Goodier, Bombay, six Father Steuart, 
and three Father McNabb, O.P. Other prominent 
contributors this series are Belloc, Chesterton, Alice 
Curtayne, and David Mathew. 


fellowmen, 
with many 
the means 


Francis Sales furnishes the key-note this book: 
sad saint would sorry saint.” But the reader 
expects find something about joy and humor the 
ordinary sense these terms will greatly mistaken. 
The emphasis upon the spiritual peace and happiness 
which the saints enjoyed even when they were the vic- 
tims calumny, their bodies were being wracked with 
pain, they were face face with martyrdom St. 
Thomas More the Tower London. 
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The authors have succeeded admirably their task. 
The style very pleasing and readable and, though there 
are footnotes references, they have made thorough 
the saint about whom they write. Great credit 
isdue them for painting life-like portrait the saint, 
that one distorted magnified legends, was 
done earlier hagiographers. evident error, 
however, and repeated three places, the dates 
St. Francis Sales 1567-1662. The saint 
actually died 1622. Attention must called the 
format Saints Are Not Sad. Its closely-packed type and 


ad, writing 
will see 
see them. 
with 
ently from 
ay, 
phisticated 
danger 


Saints Are Not Sad Toombs Kruif 


141 


the abbreviated spacing between the lines are unhappy 
reminder many books and magazines that appeared 
during the war-years when there was shortage paper. 
This kind print often puts strain upon the eyes 
especially when the paragraphs are unusually long. 


These forty biographies are proof that divine grace not 
only builds upon nature but can fashion saint even out 
the most unpromising material. They are standing 
refutation the accusation that the Catholic Church 
casts all her members into the same mold and crushes 
person’s individuality. And finally they make strike 
our breast and say Mea Culpa, for Sheed himself, when 
writing about the saints his own Theology and Sanity, 
says very truly: “There, but for resistance the grace 
God, goes everyone us.” 

Stephen McKenna,, C.SS.R., 

Ephrata, Pennsylvania 


Toombs, Alfred. Raising Riot. 
10, 1949. 244p. $3.00. 


“Mother warned there’d days like this. But they 
can’t all this way—or can they?” Which was what 
the author said the end his first day “mistress” 
his own home. With Mother packed off for extended 
therapy, Daddy, just home from the war, decided 
return free-lance writing while caring for the children. 
make things easier moved the family summer 
cottage Maryland, cottage which his own Father 
was continually remodelling with neither rhyme, reason 
nor warning. There and Florida, where they mistaken- 
moved for the winter, the author got woman’s-eye 
view home and family which included cooking, clean- 
ing and rearing brood three, Larry, Lynn and Janie, 
ranging from ten four. Problem followed problem for 
the next eighteen months but one glad report that 
Daddy finally staggered through rather tottering suc- 
cess, that is, after had abandoned his ideas organi- 
zation and cooperation which the children managed 
sabotage with great effort. The book crammed with 
episodes relating Daddy’s difficulties and the ways 
which managed solve failed solve them. Cook- 
ing, child guidance, family cooperation, pets, schooling, 
birthday parties, gardening and host other incidents 
add hilariously funny book which may read 
with enjoyment all. 


Crowell. Oct. 


Kruif, Paul. Life Among the Doctors. Harcourt, 
Brace. Sept. 22, 1949. 470p. $4.75. 


Paul Kruif his own most honest critic when 
admits the present volume that “[I am] always inclined 
towards hero worship.” that account readers should 
prompt swallow lacing salt along with Life 
Among the Doctors, for leans heavily the sensa- 
tional leeward its appeal. 


Not M.D. himself, Kruif aspires beyond the medical 
reporting prerogatives: definite lobbyist the 
clinical departments which his enthusiasms have drawn 
him. And his ovations here are certainly not for the 
general practitioners—the rank and file, catalogs them, 
dispensers “jalopy for handful 
specializing geniuses whose tactics happen have been 
decried professionally. While their labors challenge 
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death the threshold the physically hopeless deserve 
extolled, Kruif has related their forward strides 
with spectacular incaution for letting the chips fall where 
they may. slams repeatedly the American 
Medical Association—viz., “Like all other unions has 
been the duty the leaders the medical union make 
the product the union scarce. The least work for the 
most money—that must their the 
unwary, this group ethically persecuted researchists 
begin look like holy martyrs. goes even further 
stumping for some sort voluntary, prepaid health plan, 
and attempting clear this economic hurdle treads 
violently official toes. 


digging into impressive case histories and citing sta- 
tistics successful cures, Kruif does make good score 
for his pioneers preventive medicine, men like Dr. Tom 
Spies, who discovered the chemical correction disease 
through injection synthetic vitamins; Dr. Leo Loewe, 
conqueror the highly fatal heart infection, bacterial 
endocarditis; Herman Bundesen, Chicago’s rugged 
death fighter, whose most famous onslaught was aimed 
against the city’s social degradation vicious, infectious 
v.d.; Dr. Herman Kabat, founder the Kabat-Kaiser 
Institutes, which offer rehabilitation 
suffering from the crippling effects polio, multiple 
sclerosis, and arthritis. 


Not all the experimenters whom the author proceeds 
canonize hold medical degree. Among these cites 
particularly the combination politico-idealist Clifford 
Young, credited with saving more human lives his 
years Michigan’s public health director than the state’s 
doctors put together. 


While confessed agnostic, Kruif advocates the infu- 
sion religion with the practice medicine vague, 
good Samaritan sort brotherhood. However, fails 
recognize its full moral obligations, revealed, for 
instance, his wholesale approval Dr. Wenger’s 
backhanded treatment syphilis: since impossible 
suppress the sin, then protect the sinner distributing 
prophylaxis. 

Assuredly, Life Among the Doctors not designed 
increase the average layman’s respect for either his family 
physician the country’s medical system whole. 
loud hosanna for the scientists alone, and for that 
reason lopsided story the facts. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, 


Brunini, John and Connolly, Francis Stories 
Our Century Catholic Authors. Lippincott. Sept. 
21, 1949. 317p. $3.00. 


correct speak any revival Catholic literary 
effort during the last fifty years then most appropriate 
speak the field the short story since more 
publication sources are open Catholic authors that 
field than any other. scarcely wondered 
then that Messrs. Brunini and Connolly, making 
compilation the genré, have succeeded achieving 
excellent collection and one that would credit 
any expert the field. They say the introduction that 
the collection “is designed satisfy those readers who 
have found—that literary genius, enriched, enlarged and 


Brunini Pollard 


elevated Christian habit mind, provides 
intense and specially rewarding pleasure.” 
quently they collected from English, Irish and 
sources twenty-five stories, each the work 
author and all having one thing—comparative 
excellence—in common. There are also other 
qualities, notably the author’s attitude thing 
spiritual which colors their work that hope 
the despair futility commonly found modem 
literature. There are stories every type and for 
taste—character studies, action stories, stories atmo: 
phere, detective stories and just plain stories. 
range from Chesterton and Baring Greene and 
lander. general, the expert may quarrel with 
vidual selections but the reader sure find pleasure 
every item. The book can recommended 
all. 


Pollard, John John Greenleaf Whittier, 
Man. Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 


The author this book not thumping empty 
self-praise when calls “accurate and 
The years fervent well-directed research, the 
exhaustive review all the materials, and the 
his “sizing up” Whittier assure that need 
further what want are the facts. The 
Literature section any library will certainly incom 
plete without Dr. Pollard’s magnum opus. 


second thought, the book might better placed 
the American History section the biography 
rather than the critique poet. Whittier, certainly 
his own estimation, was first all man consecrated 
the crusade freedom; journalistic and poetic verve wer 
weapons offense only, once the youthful fever for per 
sonal fame had passed. There doubt but 
Whittier was great man, one whom had hex 
about. Dr. Pollard’s feast fact satisfying. 


There some doubt whether the fiery Quaker 
ticnist was great poet; that can fairly well discove 
for ourselves. For perhaps millions Americans 
nate enough spend childhood the country, winter 
Snow-Bound and for too many Americans 
Frietchie the American ballad. Even though, 
says, “Whittier remains artificer ballad, 
dote and occasional poem throughout nine-tenths his 
work”, the truly poetic one-tenth American 


When know all the facts including exactly how much 
snow fell the day Whittier was born, not 
that know the man, though from all the things the 
author tells about him are keen know 
book hard going times and only considerable 
about the hero will sustain the reader. 
example the prevailing scholar over artist. 
materials are all carefully set out the palette—fine 
primary reds and yellows and blues; the sketches 
faithfully drawn. But the breath life not inspired 
into the portrait. 


The plan division adopted the author responsible 
for this effect. Many, not most the chapters 
essays different aspects the man. “Friend Labor’, 
“Gentlemen the Press”, Man among Men”, 
Man among Women”—are like album 
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from different angles. 


describing the poet: “We shall now treat Whittier’s 
Let now his fine ears and finally discuss 
exciting eyes and eyebrows”. The result not the 
impression living man. 


book highly recommended and the author 
every student American literature will have 
this biography may justly complain that Dr. 
has not made easier for him. 


Rev. Theodore Cunnion, 
Moyne College, 


Syracuse New York 


Runes, Dagobert Letters Son. Philosophi- 
Library, Nov. 14, 1949. 92p. $2.75. 


for all the many fine sentiments and well-turned epigrams 
this slim book, must labelled dangerous the 


any the hysteric anti-Semitism Goebbels 


and his venomous tribe. For through runs sectarian- 


that anti-Christian and vehemently so, untruthfully 
falls into the same error which accuses the 


heretics (e.g. Stephen) under the law the 
because the basis Jew-baiting and 


the theology which the writer speaks. The 


theology the crucifixion has never blamed the Jew, 


individually collectively for the sacrifical death 


the Christian theology the death Christ 
always been accepted necessary sacrifice for 
which the sins every man from Adam the end 


man are responsible, for which every man responsible. 
Historically, there has been much racist intolerance 


the part the Jew toward the Goyim, has been mani- 
fest between the Gentile and the Jew. The one provokes 


perpetuates the other. libel say that the 


German Christian nation” murdered over six mil- 


lion Jews within the past ten years; was the great pagan 


German nation which committed that abominable crime, 
not without protest from hundreds and thousands 
German Christians, Hungarian, Roumanian, Polish and 


Slovakian Christians. More than three thousand Polish 


over thousand German priests died German 
concentration camps from 1935 through 1945 for their 


courageous resistance the Nazi conspiracy. Tens 


thousands Christian laymen died those same camps 
for the same heroic opposition the avowedly and actual 
aganism the Hitler regime. 


That young Jew urged his father keep his 
pure, stand always the side the weaker 
ones the brotherhood man, learn that friendship 
isa willingness give, and love bestowal rather than 
that cautioned remember that “of all 
failings, the ugliest lust for personal success,” and that 
books your friends, you will not through life 
wise counsels are wrapped and steeped 
abiding partisanship which, its substance, teaches 
and hatred things Christian because they 
are Christian. 


Lilienthal 


This will, think recognized many Jewish readers, 
who will understand, but not condone, the writer’s un- 
fortunate, even pardonable antipathy. 
the other hand, will interpret the tenor this book 
Jewish, and therefore only provoked and 
resentful the slander their faith. 
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Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $2.50 ($3.00 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 
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